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INTRODUCTION 


Our dear and esteemed brother Mr. Thomas 
Baird gave me the privilege of reading the manu- 
script of his new missionary book entitled, “BACK 
To THE BEGINNING” Alter’ Il had read it he 
asked me if I could recommend it to all my old cor- 
respondents and subscribers to “Voices.” It is a 
very real pleasure to do so. In fact, Mr. Baird re- 
quires no commendation from any one, as he is so 
well known on both sides of the Atlantic as an ex- 
perienced missionary, writer and teacher, and the 
very name of the author is sufficient to insure a 
large and ready sale. The book is well calculated 
to stir up interest in our Assemblies all over the 
world. 

May the Lord richly bless both the author and 
the readers. 

i. As Steen; 
Co-Editor of “Voices from the Vineyard.” 
August 2, 1919. Brooklyn, N. Y. 


INTRODUCTION, NO. Il 


A real need has long been felt for the putting to- 
gether in a concise form of the facts pertinent to 
the beginnings of our missionary enterprise. 

That that work was manifestly of God, the picking 
out at random of such names as R. C. Chapman, A. 
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N. Groves, George Mueller, Dr. Baedeker, Henry 
Groves, Dr. McLean, F. S. Arnot and others abun- 
dantly attests. 

Altogether too little is known of the greater cir- 


cle of Assemblies, true to scriptural principles, 
which lie out in the regions beyond, for strange as 


it may seem much of our strength lies in lands other 
than Christian. 

Often the depressing pessimism caused by a too 
close introspective view of home conditions would 
be dissipated if more were to be known of the suc- 
cess and growth of the work these pages speak of. 

Any attempt then that will place before the young 


in our Assemblies such facts stimulating interest in 
the work in the foreign field and leading them to 


give themselves for that work deserves the heartiest 
commendation. 

Mr. Baird’s long experience in the mission field 
as a missionary, and an equally long one at home as 
teacher, evangelist and writer fits him for the task 
in spite of his modest disclaimer in the opening 
pages of his book. 

May God use these facts, dynamic in their sug- 
gestion, of what God can do when He finds at hand 
those daring to trust Him all the way, to lead others 
to step out on the same promises and their “faith 
follow, considering the end of their conversation.” 

Richard Hill, Principal, 
Brooklyn Training School for Missionaries, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
August 6th, 1919 


THE AUTHOR'S EXPLANATION 


It is customary for an author when introducing a 
book to apologize to its readers. The author of this 
book has no such intention. He will explain why 
the book is written, but he will not apologize for 
writing it. The urgent need of such a treatise is a 
sufficient apology. 

This book is expressly written to meet the require- 
ments of the members who compose our Missionary 
Study Classes in the United States and the Domin- 
ion of Canada. It contains a mere skeleton record of 
the history of the commencement and the develop- 
ment of Missionary enterprise as conducted by the 
Assemblies of Christians vulgarly known in relig- 
ious circles as Plymouth Brethren. We most em- 
phatically repudiate the name; we merely mention 
it by way of recognition. 

Elsewhere in this volume we print a testimony 
from the saintly A. J. Gordon, of Boston, as to the 
influence of the so called Plymouth Brethren on 
the religious life and literature of the age. We com- 
mend this remarkable testimony to any reader of this 
book who may not know who we are, or what we 
believe, and what we practise. We know no sectarian 
name or party! We glory in the one, only, and holy 
name of our ever adorable Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. His Father is our Father; His God is our 
God (John 20:17). His people are our people. His 
Word is our guide. His work is our work. 


Explana- 
tion 


Purpose 


Misnomer 


A. J. Gor- 
don 
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This book will have many blemishes. It is a human 
book; compiled by a human being, concerning other 
human beings, bearing human names, who upon cer- 
tain human dates entered various human territories. 
But, although their appearance and names were in- 
tensely human, their commission and inspiration 
were Divine. As to their commission see Matthew 
28:19. “Go ye.” As to their inspiration; - consult 
Acts 1:8) “Ye shallireceive powerZ 

May this little unassuming book be a source of 
information, inspiration, and benediction to all into 
whose hands it may come. 

Photographs of some of the persons mentioned 
will be introduced at suitable intervals. This will 
considerably enhance the value of the book, though 
it will very materially add to the cost of production. 

Copies may be purchased from the author direct. 
Please address 293 Magnolia Ave., Jersey City, N. J. 


July 1919, 


TESTIMONY OF DR. A. J. GORDON 


As to Those Who Are Gathered to the Name of the 
Lord Jesus Only, in Lives and Literature 


“We should not, in summing up the influences 
which shaped Dr. Gordon’s religious and theological 
opinions, omit those resulting from his contact with 
Brethrenism. It is an interesting survey of the re- 
ligious upheavals of the century, he describes the two 
movements, Tractarianism and Brethrenism, which, 
emanating from a common source, have affected so 
powerfully, yet so differently, the Christian life of 
England. After noting the ‘rnortant places which 
universities have occupied in religious movements 
generally, and after contrasting the opposite courses 
which Darby, in Dublin University, and Newman in 
Oxford, took in their revolt against the current re- 
ligious apathy in the Church ot England, he calls 
attention to the insignificant contributions which the 
Tractarian reactionaries have made to biblical in- 
terpretation, as compared with the extraordinary 
productivity of Brethrenism. The Tractarian party 
left two works of exegesis—Pusey’s ‘Daniel and the 
Minor Prophets’ and Keble’s ‘Metrical Version of 
the Psalms’—which barely pass the line of medioc- 
rity. But if we turn to the other party, he contin- 
ues, ‘we see a movement almost ultra-biblical and a 
body of men almost ultra-apostolical in their style 
and manner of life and service. It gathered to itself 
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a strong body of scholars, mostly from the pulpits of 
the Church of England, who began to pour our bib- 
lical literature in floods-—expositions and textual 
criticism, lexicons and dictionaries for aiding in the 
study of the Bible, synopses of Scripture, tract leaf- 
lets, etc. The Christian world has been fairly inun- 
dated with these issues, and it may be doubted if 
any body of Christians ever sent forth such a mass 
and such a variety of biblical literature in the same 
length of time. 

“Tf we were to describe in a word the theological 
complexion of these writings, we should say that 
here we have high Calvinism, preaching free grace 
with a fullness and plainness never surpassed ; prac- 
ticing believers’ baptism, and writing treaties on its 
symbolism rarely equaled for deep spiritual insight ; 
laying down a rule of life almost ascetic in its re- 
quirement of separation from the world and surren- 
der of earthly possessions for Christ’s sake; and 
holding with primitive, apostolic fervor, to the per- 
sonal, literal, and ever imminent coming of Christ as 
the hope of the Church. It is our opinion that the 
best writings of this body have furnished the text 
books of modern evangelism, and largely determined 
its type of doctrine and preaching. Let us specify 
briefly : 

“There is C. H. Mackintosh’s ‘Notes on Genesis,’ 
‘Exodus,’ ete., a work for which Mr. Spurgeon has 
expressed his high admiration, and which has had an 
immense circulation. We know of hardly any modern 
treatise which is so full of the meat and marrow of 
the Gospel as this, and which sets forth so clearly 
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the fundamental doctrines of atonement and justifi- 
cation. There is ‘The Blood of Jesus,’ by William 
Reid, a small treatise, but one which has given to 
thousands of readers a new revelation of the simplic- 
ity of the Gospel. There are the ‘C. S. Tracts,’ brief 
presentations of the Gospel to the inquirer. They 
have been scattered far and wide, and have, in our 
opinion, never been surpassed as clear expositions 
of the way of life to the unconverted. Of less popu- 
lar works, we might mention Darby’s ‘Synopsis of 
the Bible,’ the expositions of Kelly, Newton, Tregel- 
les, Soltau, Pridham, and Jukes. These books, es- 
pecially those of the first three, have constituted the 
chief theological treasury of many of our evangel- 
ists. We can say for ourselves that, from the first 
time our eyes fell upon these treasures, we have no- 
where else seen the Gospel so luminously presented 
—the Gospel of the grace of God, disencumbered 
of legalism and mysticism and tradition. Considered 
theologically, these are humble treatises. So was 
the ‘Theologia Germanica,’ out of which, through 
Luther, the German Reformation was born. So were 
the expositions of Peter Boehler, from which Wes- 
ley says he received his first true apprehension of 
saving faith. The springs of great reformation are 
often hidden and remote, but they rarely fail to be 
recognized in the end. 

“Besides books, there were men. ‘This little sect 
of which we are speaking has certainly shown us 
some apostolic characters. When men like Darby 
and Wigram forsook their aristocratic associations, 
and laid down their great inherited wealth at the 
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feet of Christ, going forth in apostolic fashion, with- 
out scrip or purse, to preach the Gospel in every city, 
and in almost every European tongue, none went be- 
fore them to sound the trumpet of fame. But such 
examples are always and inevitably contagious; 
and they doubtless affected the consecration of mod- 
ern evangelism quite as strongly as the books have 
influenced its doctrine. 

“Such, we believe, after much thought and care- 
ful investigation and frequent conversations with 
those best qualified to judge, is the real spring of the 
present evangelistic movement. It demands a fear- 
less candor to concede it, but we believe that truth 
requires us to confess it that we owe a great debt, 
both in literature and in life, to the leaders of this 
ultra-Protestant movement. And we are glad to be- 
lieve that the light which it has thrown out by its 
immense biblical study and research has been ap- 
propriated by many of the best preachers and evan- 
gelists in our Protestant churches.” 


EE ——————-<--—- —  — 


CENSUS REPORT 


*“THE BRETHREN’”’ AND THEIR DOCTRINES 


The following is a verbatim copy of the Govern- 
ment Report of the Census of 1851, written by Horace 
Man, Esq., Barrister-at-law, to George Graham, 
Esq., registrar-general. 

“The Brethren.”—Those to whom this appellation 
is applied receive it only as descriptive of their indi- 
vidual state as Christians—not as a name by which 
they might be known collectively as a distinct religious 
sect. It is not from any common doctrinal peculiarity 
or definite ecclesiastical organization, that they have the 
appearance of a separate community; but rather from 
the fact that, while all other Christians are identi- 
fied with some particular section of the Church of 
God, the persons known as “Brethren” utterly refuse 
to be identified with any. Their existence is, in fact a 
protest against all sectarianism; and the primary 
ground of their secession from the different bodies 
to which most of them have once belonged is, that 
the various tests by which, in all these bodies, the 
community of true Christians with each other is pre- 
vented or impeded, are unsanctioned by the Word of 
God. They see no valid reason why the Church (con- 
sisting of all true believers which is really one, should 
not be visibly united, having as its only bond of fel- 
lowship and barrier of exclusion, the reception or re- 
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jection of those vital truths by which the Christian is 
distinguished from the unbeliever. Looking at exist- 
ing Churches, it appears to them that all are faulty in 
this matter; rational Churches by adopting a too 
lax—dissenting churches by adopting a too lim- 
ited—criterion of membership. The former, it ap- 
pears to Brethren, by considering as members all with- 
in a certain territory, mingle in one body the believers 
and the unbelievers, while the latter, by their various 
tests of doctrine or of discipline, exclude from their- 
communion many who are clearly and undoubtedly 
true members of the universal Church. The Brethren, 
therefore, may be represented as consisting of all such, 
as practically holding all the proofs essential to salva- 
tion, recognize each other as, on that account alone, 
true members of the only Church. A difference of opin- 
ion upon aught besides is not regarded as a sufficient 
ground for separation; and the Brethren, therefore, 
have withdrawn themselves from all those bodies in 
which tests express or virtual, on minor points, are 
made the means of separating Christians from each 
other. 

In the judgment of the Brethren, the disunion now 
existing in the general Church is the result of a neglect 
to recognize the Holy Spirit as its all sufficient Guide. 
Instead, they say, ofa reliance on His promised pres- 
ence and sovereignty as Christ’s Vicar on earth, ever 
abiding to assert and maintain His Lordship in the 
Church according to the written Word, men, by their 
creeds and articles, have questioned the sufficiency of 
Scripture as interpreted to all by Him, and, by their 
ministerial and ritual appointments, have assumed to 
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specify the channels through which only can His bless- 
ings be communicated. All these various human forms 


and systems are believed by Brethren to be destitute © 


of Scriptural authority, and practically restrictive of 
the Holy Spirit’s operations. 

Chiefly with regard to ministry are these opinions 
urged; the usual method of ordaining special persons 
to the office, being held to be unscriptural and preju- 
dicial. They conceive that Christians in general con- 
found ministry (i.e., the exercise of Spiritual Gift) 
with local charges, as eldership, etc. Such charges, 
they infer from Scripture, require the sanction of 
apostles or their delegates, to validate the appointment 
(Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5); whereas the “gifts” never 
needed any human authorization (Acts 18 :24-28; Rom. 
12; I Cor. 12—16; Phil. 1:14; I Peter 4:9, 10). Fur- 
ther, they urge that while Scripture warrants the 
Church to expect a perpetuity of “gifts’—as evan- 
gelists, pastors, teachers, exhorters, rulers, etc.,—be- 
cause they are requisite for the work of the ministry 
(Eph. 4:7-13)—it nowhere guarantees a permanent 
ordaining power, without which the nomination or or- 
daining of elders is valueless. All believers are it is 
affirmed, true spiritual priests, capacitated for worship 
(Heb. 10:19-25), and any who possess the qualifica- 
tions from the Lord are authorized to evangelize in 
the world or instruct in the Church; and such have 
not alone the liberty, but also an obligation to employ 
whatever gift may be entrusted to their keeping. Hence, 
in their Assemblies, Brethren have no pre-appointed 
person to conduct or share in the proceedings, all is 
open to the guidance of the Holy Ghost at the time, so 
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that he who believes himself to be so led of the Spirit, 
may address the meeting, etc. This arrangement is 
considered to be indicated as the proper order in I 
Corinthians 14,—to flow from the principle laid down 
in I Corinthians 12,—and to be traceable historically 
in the Acts of the Apostles. By adopting it, the 
Brethren think that they avoid two evils by which 
all existing sects are more or less distinguished ; the 
first, the evils of not employing talents given to be- 
lievers for the Church’s benefit,—the second, the 
evil of appointing as the Church’s teachers men in 
whom the gifts essential for the work have not yet 
been discovered. The Brethren, therefore, recog- 
nize no separate orders of “clergy” and “laity”—all 
are looked upon as equal in position (Matt. 23:8; 
I Cor. 10:17; 12:12-20, etc.), differing only as to 
“sifts” of ruling, teaching, preaching, and the like 
(Rom. 12:4-8; I Cor. 12:18-28, etc.), Consequently, 
the ordinance of baptism, when administered, and 
the Lord’s Supper, which is celebrated weekly, need 
no special person to administer or preside (Acts 9:r0- 
18; 10:48; 20:7; I Cor. rr). Another feature of some 
importance is, that wherever gifted men are found 
among the Brethren, they, in general, are actively en- 
gaged in preaching and expounding, etc., on their own 
individual responsibility to the Lord, and quite dis- 
tinct from the Assembly. So that though they may 
occasionally use the buildings where the Brethren 
meet, it is in no way as ministers of the Brethren, 
but of Christ. 


ee 


CHRISTIAN SIMPLICITY: 


A Newspaper Reporter’s Visit to an Assembly of 
Believers Meeting according to the Pattern 
given in the Word of God. 


There is a body of Christians in this city who do 
not recognize denominational bounds, creed excess- 
es, or other sectarian limitations, and who, avoiding 
those of the great questions that have caused divi- 
sion and woeful controversy since the early days of 
the Christian Church, meet together for prayer, 
praise, and edification from time to time, away from 
every influence that would distract their attention 
from hallowed things. The number of those who thus 
gather around what they style “The Table of the 
Lord” is, naturally, small, for the “meeting”—as the 
gathering is termed—aims at strict simplicity, and 
at apostolic primitiveness in the lives of those who 
attend—qualities not exactly in demand in this age 
of worldly striving, unseemly conduct, and personal 
ostentation. 

It was the privilege of a representative of “The 
Gazette” to be present at a recent meeting of this 
Christian cult. Every detail was conducted with the 
utmost attention to the primal aims of deepest de- 
votion and heartfelt praise. Not an irrelevant word 
was uttered, no expression approaching to lightness 
was heard, neither was any hymn sung that did not 
voice the highest aspirations of the soul after deep- 
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er spiritual depths and higher character attainments. 
Few illustrations and no anecdotes were employed 
by the speakers—the body has no minister—and the 
one theme that was uppermost in the remarks was 
that of emulation of the life of Christ, and earnest 
seeking to know His will concerning individual ex- 
periences. Each one who took part seemed to fol- 
low out the line of thought brought up by the pre- 
ceding speaker, and the result gave the stranger an 
impression that they had solved the problem of the 
ages and had attained Christian unity. The sol- 
emnity of such a service cannot but be felt and re- 
membered ever after by those who are privileged 
to be present. 

The body is known generically as “The Breth- 
ren,” and there are thousands of communicants 
throughout the world. The idea of Christian So- 
cialism characterizes their conduct in so far as it ap- 
plies to helping one another, and it has long been 
evident to thinking Christians that some of the most 
beautiful characters of those who added to the joys 
of faith the blessedness of personal experience owe 
their inspiration to the influence of this “little flock,” 
as the meeting is sometimes styled. Some of the lead- 
ing points of their doctrine have thus been sum- 
marized: 

They believe in the Absolute and Perfect Inspira- 
tion of the Bible, which they hold to be, not in name 
only, but in reality, the Word of God (JI Peter r:2r; 
HI Tim. 3:16, 17). 

Having this perfect revelation of the mind of God, 
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they refuse all human creeds as being both unneces- 
sary and a presumptuous slur upon His Word. 

They, however, have no uncertain beliefs in the 
doctrines as unfolded in the Scriptures of the Fall 
and absolute ruin of man; his guilty, lost, and help- 
less condition; the utter worthlessness of works, 
law-keeping, or reformation as a ground of salva- 
tion ; the amazing love of God in providing a Saviour 
in His blessed Son; the spotless perfection of Christ, 
both in His Divine nature and in His true humanity ; 
reconciliation by the Blood-shedding of Christ on 
the cross, by which alone redemption has been ac- 
complished; His resurrection as the proof of God’s 
acceptance of the atonement. 

They see that every believer is warranted to have 
the fullest Assurance of their present and eternal sal- 
vation, and that this assurance comes not through 
feelings or experience, but by the Word of God. 
They also see that being saved by Christ’s work 
once for all, the believer can never be lost, but is as 
secure as though he were in heaven already, because 
of Christ’s death and resurrection (J John 3:2). 

They see that Scripture guards from abuse of this 
doctrine by insisting upon Good Works as the fruit 
of salvation; that the believer has to reckon himself 
dead to sin and to live not only a moral life, but one 
of love and devotedness to Christ and of separation 
from the ways and thoughts of the world. 

They believe that the proper hope of God’s people 
is not the improvement of the world, but The Com- 
ing of Christ for His own, to raise the dead in Christ 
and change the living, then take them all to heaven, 
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and then purge and cleanse the world by judgment, 
preparatory to the millennium, when Israel and the 
nations of the earth inhabit it under His rule, but 
His Church will always be with Him, i.e., where 
Jesus will be (J Thess. 4:17). 

They hold that Rejectors of the Gospel and all the 
wicked will “have their part in the lake which burn- 
eth with fire and brimstone”—eternal punishment, 
and not extinction or restoration. They therefore 
believe in an earnest and affectionate presentation of 
the simple Gospel of the grace of God. 

As to Church Government, they refuse as unscrip- 
tural all denominational names, and all systems of 
human devising for church order. Believing that 
the Church is “one body,” composed of all believers, 
they refuse to assume any name that is not common 
to all the people of God. They see, however, a 
Scriptural Order of meeting, worship, and discipline, 
and seek to carry this out. 

As to Ministry, they refuse all ordination as mere- 
ly human, but recognize the various gifts which 
Christ has given to His whole Church. 

They believe that when Christians are gathered 
together for worship, there should be no human 
leader in charge, but that all should be left to The 
Spirit of God to use whom He may choose, in 
prayer, in praise, or exhortation (J Cor. 14). 

They refuse all thought of Salary or stipulated 
remuneration for preaching the Gospel, but hold 
themselves responsible to minister in temporal af- 


fairs to those who give themselves to the Lord’s 
work (III John 1:7). 


A MANUAL OF MISSIONARY MEMORIES 


They take No Collections at public meetings, and 
refuse all help from the world. 

They meet in hired halls and other modest build- 
ings, believing such to be in accord with the spirit 
of true worship. 

As to Ordinances, they believe in Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper, which last is celebrated weekly 
(Acts 20:7). 
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The Missionary Study Classes associated with 
our Assemblies in the United States and also in the 
Dominion of Canada are rapidly multiplying in 
numbers, influence, and interest. 

A wish has been frequently expressed from more 
than one quarter that a brief and yet withal a com- 
prehensive statement of the commencement and de- 
velopment of our missionary activities and achieve- 
ments should be prepared and published for gen- 
eral information and private reference. 

This present treatise is an unostentatious effort to 
meet this growing need. The writer does not con- 
sider for one moment that he, personally, is the most 
competent one to undertake this responsible task; 
but if the best persons will not offer, then the next 
best must try. 

That this work, brief as it must of necessity be, 
will be greatly marred with manifold imperfections 
is axiomatic. A book to be perfect would require to 
be Divine! But after the flail of criticism has been 
vigorously applied, as it will be; and after the fan 
of cynicism has swept the threshing floor, and the 
shafts of witticism have spent their force; the com- 
piler has reason to believe that there will still re- 
main a few substantial grains of essential truth 
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wherewith to satisfy the mental craving of our 
youths and maidens for reliable missionary informa- 
tion and inspiration. 

The growth of our missionary enterprise may be 
aptly illustrated by our Lord’s parable of the mus- 
tard seed; small, almost infinitesimally so in its be- 
ginning, but amazingly rapid in its progress, and 
astonishingly prolific in its fruitfulness. The work 
has been almost mushroom-like in the rapidness of 
its growth, but oak-like in its constitution and en- 
durance. 

Our missionary activities stretch backward to the 
commencement of the last century, when we began 
mission work with one solitary family. But now 
under the continuous blessing of the Almighty God 
we can refer to 700 earnest, competent, self-effacing 
men and women laboring indefatigably in 33 dif- 
ferent countries. 

It will soon be one hundred years since God gra- 
ciously and powerfully commenced to exercise the 
minds of some Bible-loving people in the British 
Isles. The coming of the Lord was deeply impressed 
upon these godly people, and in view of His com- 
ing, a corresponding desire to preach the Gospel. 
It was under such favorable circumstances that our 
missionary aspirations conceived their first impres- 
sions, and received their first impulses. 

We will now proceed to record the commence- 
ment of those activities following their order in 
chronological form. In doing so, there is no pretense 
to absolute accuracy; not to speak of positive in- 
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fallibility. The dates assigned must be reckoned as 
approximating to the facts and events stated. 

To an English gentleman named Anthony Norris 
Groves must be acceded the very first place on our 
Roll of Missionary Honor. He was a dentist by 
profession. He lived in Exeter, Devonshire, Eng- 
land. This first missionary enterprise was launched 
in the year 1829. Accompanied by Mrs. Groves and 
their two sons they sailed from England for Bag- 
dad, Persia, via St. Petersburg. To insure that the 
education of the boys would not be interrupted by 
a long residence in a foreign country, Mr. Groves 
secured the services of a tutor. His name was Kit- 
to; and he afterwards became the famous and bril- 
liant doctor and author. 

Six months later they arrived at their destination, 
and settled down with painstaking patience to mas- 
ter the intricacies of a strange and difficult language. 
The inhabitants were largely Mohammedan; some 
utterly indifferent, others fanatically hostile. 

After a residence extending over one year, one of 
the most deadly and destructive of plagues in the 
history of missions swept over the entire country. Many 
people fled from the city, leaving their entire effects 
behind them. The death rate was estimated at one 
thousand a day. Conjointly with the plague an un- 
precedented inundation occurred which added to the 
seriousness of the already complicated situation. 
But the climax of disaster was reached with the ap- - 
proach of an undisciplined Turkish army on the 
verge of starvation. They commenced to shoot and 
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loot without mercy. This triple catastrophe practical- 
ly destroyed the land. 

After many days of anxious watching and pa- 
tient nursing Mrs. Groves succumbed to the dread- 
ed plague. Their faith was terribly tried in those 
dark days. The health of Mr. Groves was marvel- 
ously sustained; the two boys and their tutor were 
also Divinely preserved. At this time reinforce- 
ments arrived, but by that time Mr. Groves had de- 
cided to abandon the enterprise. Mohammedan 
stolidity and hostility made progress impossible, and 
continuance unendurable. Amidst much adversity 
God permitted them to secure some fruit ere they 
abandoned the field. Four persons at least seem to 
have been soundly saved. One of these converts 
was a woman whom they named “Faithful Hanie.” 
Her affection for, and devotion to Mr. Groves and 
his family was extraordinary. She followed Mr. 
Groves to India and watched over his interests with 
a faithfulness almost without an equal. She ulti- 
mately died and was interred in England. 

Disappointed with the results of his efforts in Per- 
sia, Mr. Groves resolved to try India. Here God 
greatly blessed him, and honored him to open up 
a work, which continues there to this very hour. 
When he first arrived in India he acted as a mere 
itinerant Evangelist and teacher. Other mission- 
aries were already in the field, and he had to beware 
of trespassing on their territory, or clashing with 
their interests. Deeply impressed with the possi- 
bilities of evangelistic work in India, he returned to 
England to report his labors, and to recruit laborers. 
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His descriptions of the country, its caste, its cus- 
toms, its curse, moved the hearts of many. Amongst 
them were Mr. and Mrs. William Bowden and Mr. 
and Mrs. George Beer, all from Barnstaple, Devon- 
shire. Thus reinforced by numbers, and refreshed 
by communion, the party sailed for India in 1836. 
All these worthy and godly pioneers now rest from 
their labors, but some of their descendants still bear 
the heat and burden of the day in tropical India. 

Notable amongst many others must be associated 
the names of Mr. and Mrs. Heelis, Mr. and Mrs. 
McCrae, and Mr. and Mrs. Bowden. As the outcome 
of that one man’s itinerary in India nearly one cen- 
tury ago, we have now 150 excellent missionaries, 
occupying 30 mission stations, and stretching out in- 
to all the outlying districts in their vicinity. To God 
be the glory undivided and eternal. 

Almost simultaneously with this wonderful ef- 
fort in India, God commenced to exercise the heart 
of a godly, evangelical. Church of England clergy- 
man named Mr. Leonard Strong. He had been ap- 
pointed to a station in British Guiana; and while 
there perfoming his ministerial functions, he was 
given a clear understanding of the simple, New Tes- 
tament method of worship. He severed his connec- 
tion with the Church of England, and turned his 
attention to the much neglected colored inhabitants 
of the district. God richly blessed his ministry 
among them, and as the outcome of his earnest la- 
bors the work gradually spread throughout the 
West Indian Islands. We now reckon 43 mission- 
aries on these beautiful Islands, occupying 13 mis- 
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sion stations. The colored assembly at George- 
town, Demerara, has 500 in fellowship. Mr. Rob- 
ert Kingsland labored there for forty-years. Mr. 
-John Rymer was stationed in Georgetown for many 
years. Mr. Sparrow is still in Barbados. 

Another very important factor in the development 
of God’s wondrous ways was the opportune appear- 
ance of Mr. George Mueller and Mr. Henry Craik. 
They first located at Teignmouth, but in after days 
they removed to Bristol. This would be approxi- 
mately about 1832. 

In 1839 Mr. Mueller inaugurated the “Scriptural 
Knowledge Institution” which has rendered incal- 
culable assistance in many lands. He also undertook 
to establish schools at home and in foreign coun- 
tries where the children could be taught to read and 
write. The dissemination of evangelical literature 
was another feature of the Institution. Then we must 
recall his inimitable efforts to save orphans, About 
20,000 of these have been clothed, fed, and educa- 
ted. He traveled thousands of miles in the interests 
of missions, and received $10,000,000 in answer to 
prayer. 

Another golden link in the mysterious chain of 
God’s circumstances was the introduction of Rob- 
ert Cleaver Chapman. In 1832 he visited Spain as 
an itinerant evangelist and colporteur. During this 
visit he scattered portions of Holy Scriptures with a 
liberal hand. Those who have read “The Bible in 
Spain” will appreciate some of his experiences and 
triumphs. On his return to England his addresses 
on Spain created a wide and deep sensation; and 


A mar- 
velous 
outcome 


Another 
factor 


A great 
Institu- 
tion 


A colossal 
monu- 
ment 


A golden 
link 


MR. ROBERT C. CHAPMAN 
BARNSTAPLE, ENGLAND 


oC 
uw 
= 
=i 
uw 
=) 
= 
uw 
0) 
a 
e) 
Wl 
O 


BRISTOL, ENGLAND 


38 BACK TO THE BEGINNING 


Spain henceforth became a veritable land of prom- 
ise for Gospel preaching. Some years later Mr. 
A modern Henry Payne decided to devote his life, energy, and 
ois ability to priest-oppressed Spain. He is still there 
after over 40 years service. May his bow long abide 
in strength. Very sorry we have not his photo- 
graph. Other notable Brethren have rendered 
worthy service also amongst whom are Messrs. 
Hoyle, Blamire, Fenn, Faithful, Sennington and 
Excellent Wigstone with their wives are all entitled to honor- 
aan able mention. Miss M. E. Gieser, now residing in 
Chicago, Ill. was in Spain for over thirty years. The 
full fruition of Mr. Chapman’s visit in 1838 may now 
be summed in the fact that in this center of Ro- 
A great manism there are now 61 energetic and capable mis- 
extension . : : . A ; 
sionaries operating 16 stations. Since the introduc- 
tion of the Gospel into Spain, hundreds of poor in- 
fatuated Romanists have been wrested from the 
clutches of the papacy and brought into the joy and 
liberty of God’s blessed Gospel. 
Somewhere about this time God would fain in- 
Bees of terest His people of the British Isles in Italy. To 
effect this He accomplished the conversion of a 
very eminent Italian nobleman. His name was 
Count Guicciardini. His conversion was effected 
through reading a copy of a New Testament taken 
from a laboring man. His conversion attracted con- 
a te siderable attention because of his high station, and 
the Romish Ecclesiastical Authorities soon mani-- 
fested their hostility ; so much so, that the count and 
Papal his friend Rosetta had to seek a haven of safety 


perse- : Page : 
cutions in Britain. Here they grew in grace and knowledge, 
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and prepared themselves for the evangelizing of 
Italy. 

The first Italian Assemblies were formed in 1846, 
but they had to observe the Lord’s Supper clandes- 
tinely. In 1871 Religious toleration was announced 
in Italy, and from that day to this the work of God 
has proceeded at an amazing rate. Mr. and Mrs. 
Cole have recently retired after many years of faith- 
ful service. Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Anderson resided in 
Florence for over thirty years. His book entitled 
“The Heroes of the Faith” will enlighten our young 
people on the subtilties and sophistries of the Papa- 
cy. Mr. W. G. Honywill’s death shed a deep gloom 
over the evangelical firmament. We are now rep- 
resented in the land of Papacy by 19 accredited 
workers, occupying seven points of vantage ground 
throughout Italian territory. 

One remarkable feature about the work in Italy is 
the many able native evangelists who are spread- 
ing the Gospel amongst their former co-religionists. 
When religious liberty was proclaimed throughout 
Italy in 1871, 600 Italian Christians broke bread in 
one building. What a triumph for the Gospel of 
Christ over the slavery of Romanism. 

The scene of service now changes chronological- 
ly and also geographically from the Occident to the 
Orient. In the city of Penang in the Straits Settle- 
ment, there lived a Presbyterian minister named Mr. 
Chapman. This would be approximately in the year 
1860. God commenced to illuminate his mind on 
things Divine, and glimmerings of the truth about 
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worship began to dawn upon him. This work was 
deepened in him upon the arrival of a very unique, 
and godly man named Alexander Grant. He had 
served as a missionary with the Presbyterian Board 
in Amoy, China. He too had had his mind enlight- 
ened, and his vision enlarged. These two were men 
of one mind and one heart, and to them unitedly 
must be conceded the honor of laying deep the foun- 
dations of our present missionary work in the Straits 
Settlement, and afterwards in the Federated Malay 
States. 

Mr. Alexander Grant was a man of remarkable 
spiritual qualities, and rare linguistic abilities. He 
could speak at least six languages with accuracy and 
conviction. Mrs. Alexander Grant is still alive, and 
resides with her son Smeaton in London. 

Mr. William McDonald arrived in Penang in 
1866, and continued there with brief intervals for 
rest and change for over 40 years. Our present staff 
of workers is reckoned at 30; all of them working 
earnestly and successfully for the Lord. There are 
seven main stations, with branch stations. The work 
among the lepers, and access to the State Prisons are 
outstanding features of this sphere of labor. ‘The 
work is prosecuted in Malay, English, and the vari- 
ous dialects of the Chinese language. ‘The sisters 
have very open access into the homes of the native 
women. Schoolwork is also undertaken where it is 
necessary, and a little orphanage has been com- 
menced at Ipoh, in the State of Perak. Miss McClay 
who was drowned on the unforgetable “Lusitania” 
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commenced this orphanage in Kuala Lumpar; and 
after her death, it was transferred to Ipoh. The or- 
phanage is a memorial of her devotion to the Lord 
and also to her affection for the Chinese and Malays. 

We must now switch back again from the Orient 
to the Occident if we would observe the course of 
events chronologically. In 1872, Dr. J. Lindsay 
McLean, well known and deeply revered by hun- 
dreds of missionaries, was led to commence an un- 
ostentatious missionary publication. It was first 
known as the “Missionary Echo,” but is now well 
known as the “Echoes of Service.” He had for his 
co-editor in these early days a most remarkable 
man named Mr. Henry Groves, of Kendal. These 
two highly esteemed servants of God are now “for- 
ever with the Lord.” Mr. W. H. Bennett of Yeo- 
vil, Somerset-Shire is the one remaining editor of 
“Echoes” who held joint editorship with Dr. 
McLean while he lived. The death of Mr. R. E. 
Sparks was an overwhelming loss to the staff of the 
workers at Bath. Mr. W. E. Vine is now associ- 
ated with Mr. W. H. Bennett, and there has been 
added recently Mr. H. Broadbent and Mr. Rhodes 
Lewis. This work has grown slowly and steadily as 
may be seen by a comparison between the first 
year’s donations and last year’s offerings. In 1872 
the amount received was $810.00, while in 1918 the 
sum realized was $223,790.00. ‘The “Echoes of Sery- 
ice” is now issued twice monthly; and is our oldest 
and best edited missionary magazine. Every As- 
sembly ought to order copies of this excellent pub- 
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lication, and see that every family in the Assembly 
is furnished with a copy. 

As workers multiplied and as contributions in- 
creased the need of consultation and consolidation 
was urgently apparent. To insure this in the widest 
and best way, a special missionary and teaching con- 
ference was convened in Leominster in the year 
1874. Mr. and Mrs. Yapp in conjunction with Dr. 
and Mrs. McLean were the leaders and supporters of 
the convention. ‘These conferences were held three 
to four times a year, and terminated with the death 
of Dr. McLean in 1906. The writer had the rare 
privilege in conjunction with five other missionaries 
of being pall-bearers at the interment of this devout 
man. 

These conferences were attended by nearly all 
the leading teachers in the British Isles, and many 
remarkable scenes were witnessed there. All re- 
turned and prospective missionaries were invited and 
assisted to attend. Mr. Charles Brewer is also worthy 
of special mention, and who could ever forget the ir- 
repressible Miss Laura Rogers! Henry Dyer, Hen- 
ry Heath, Henry Groves, Thomas Newberry, and 
Dr. Neatby, A. J. Holiday, and J. R. Caldwell, and 
hosts of just men whose spirits are now made per- 
fect in heaven. ‘Their ministry still abides in the 
hearts of those who heard it. 

And now it is our great pleasure to introduce our 
patient readers to one of the most marvelous serv- 
ices with which God has as yet favored us. We re- 
fer to our wonderful missionary enterprise in the 

center of the great African continent. Robert Mof- 
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fat and David Livingstone had been removed from 
their sphere of service on earth, and there was a 
mysterious lull in African enthusiasm. But God had 
His mind set on a very young man in Glasgow, 
Scotland, and He was secretly preparing him for 
service on the Dark Continent. The name of this 
man was Fredrick Stanley Arnot. 

In the year 1881 he left Scotland for Africa, alone, 
and at the immature age of twenty-one years. After 
an absence of some years, during which he received 
few communications from the outside world, and 
few communications were received from him, he 
returned to England with the narrative of his discov- 
eries and experiences. He has been legitimately 
called David Livingstone’s successor. His simple 
tale of Africa’s terrible and desperate need told so 
artlessly ; and with such winsomeness of manner 
captivated the attention of leading Christian men in 
Bath, London, Glasgow, Dublin and Belfast. 

Before long, a little party of missionaries was or- 
ganized, and under the supervision of F. S. Arnot, 
they sailed for Central Africa. The party was com- 
posed of C. A. Swan, Peter Scott, and W. L. Faulk- 
nor. Of this first instalment of missionaries C. A. 
Swan alone remains alive and in service. F. S. Ar- 
not died in Johannesburg, S. Africa. Two other 
parties left England in 1889, but disaster and death 
dogged the footsteps of these intrepid men and 
women. A ghastly chain of graves connects the cen- 
ter of the continent with the coast line. Morris, Gall,- 
Gammon, Cobb, George, Johnson, Wilson, Bird, and 
the youthful, hopeful, Dr. Sparks; son of Mr. and 
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Mrs. R. E. Sparks of Bath. The Sisters too bore 
bravely the burden of those early sorrows; and 
shared in the sufferings of those pioneer days. Who 
can forget the quiet devotion of Sister Jeanne Gil- 
christ of Hamilton, Scotland !- 

This work has been so abundantly blessed and 
prospered by God that we have now on our active 
service list 100 workers there, all energetically la- 
boring amidst the darkness of this immense coun- 
try. Hugh B. Thomson now at home, William 
Lane, Dan Crawford, and Dr. Walter Fisher are all 
still alive and active for the Lord. There are 20 
large mission centers from which radiate the Light 
of Life, and many sub-centers contribute their rays 
of hope to the struggling masses around. The work 
is fourfold: evangelical, medical, educational, and 
industrial. Hundreds of converts have already been 
added to the Lord and to the Church, and hundreds 
more are constantly under the sound and influence 
of the Gospel. 

While on African territory we might as well note 
our missionary activities in North and South Africa. 
In North Africa we have seven points of attack on 
the massive masonry of Mohammedanism. ‘Twen- 
ty sturdy workers are persistently storming the 
strongholds of Islam, and many captives have al- 
ready been rescued from the snare of the False 
Prophet. Miss E. A. Gillard spent forty long, fruit- 
ful years in N. Africa. The latest addition to our 
workers there is Mr. and Mrs. Hewstone of To- 
ronto, Canada. Mrs. Hewstone has her sister with 
her for companionship. 
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Then in S. Africa we have been long and honor- 
ably represented by two brothers from Wales named 
James and Joseph Fish. They are worthy, albeit 
they are very reticent men. They have devoted 
their lives to service amongst the British and Boers 
of Cape Colony. They went out in 1889. One spe- 
cial feature in their unique service is their attendance 
upon the lepers at Robben Island. The writer ac- 
companied them on one journey during the Boer 
War in 1900, and was greatly impressed with the 
good work accomplished among these abandoned 
people. 

There are anumber of Assemblies scattered 
throughout Cape Colony, Orange Free State, and 
Transvaal. The latest addition to our missionary 
staff there is Mr. and Mrs. Edwin S. Gibbs from New 
York and Chicago. This brings the S. African band 
up to 10 workers occupying four different stations. 
Mrs. Edwin Gibbs is the granddaughter of the late 
revered Donald Ross. If this excellent man now in 
heaven knows that his granddaughter is now a mis- 
sionary in Africa, he will shout with his sonorous 
Scotch voice, “Praise the Lord.” 

A new effort has been made on the British Island 
of Mauritius off the coast of South Africa but it is 
too early in its history to attempt any definite de- 
scription of the work. Prayer would prove effectual. 

It is now well nigh time that we turn our atten- 
tion to great China with its 400,000,000 of people, 
and devote our thoughts to its mighty problems. Our 
oldest worker at present in the field is Dr. Parrot, 
resident in Shanghai. He dates his entrance into 
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China in 1878; Miss C. R. A. Gates in 1887, while 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stephen commenced their 
course of service in 1888. 

Some of these older workers experienced the ter- 
rors of the “Boxer Uprising.” Miss Gates had an 
amazing escape from death. Over a hundred mis- 
sionaries belonging to various mission boards were 
ruthlessly slaughtered, while something like 20,000 
native Christians were brutally butchered because 
they refused to deny Christ. Mr. and Mrs. H. C. 
Kingham and their wee daughter Gracie were the 
victims of an infuriated Chinese mob in 1900. The 
writer was in Singapore when the news of their 
death was cabled there. 

This part of our Lord’s vineyard is now possessed 
by 93 fully equipped workers, controling 22 mission 
centers, and stretching out into adjacent territory. 
The mission press at Wei-Hei-Wei has been an in- 
calculable blessing to the missionaries. They print 
good Gospel literature and prepare a yearly calendar 
which has an enormous circulation. The latest im- 
portation into this sphere of service is G. W. Shep- 
herd from the Austin Assembly, Chicago, Ill. The 
death of Dr. Case removed a valuable worker from 
North China; as likewise did the accidental drown- 
ing of his nephew, C. H. Roberts. 

We will now insert a notice of our workers in 
Japan here because of its juxtaposition to China. We 
have three workers there at present. Mr. and Mrs. 
W. G. Smith, and C. H. Buxbaum. Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith have resided in Japan since 1888, while Mr. 
Buxbaum went there from China in 1906. Mr. 
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Smith fills a very important educational appoint- 
ment, and all his evangelical activities are purely vol- 
untary and honorary. Mr. Buxbaum devotes most 
of his time and energy to work amongst the stu- 
dent class. 

In 1902 God opened a new door of opportunity in 
the little known country of Laos, French Indo- 
China; but disease brought early disaster and pre- 
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tempted to place the banner of the cross there. The 
writer was resident in Singapore when the first 
missionary party passed through it on their way to 
possess the land of Laos. He well remembers the 
zeal and enthusiasm of Mr. Gabriel Contesse. He 
was accompanied by Mr. Maurice Willy and he 
alone of the first missionary party remains alive. 
Gabriel Contesse, his wife, and Mrs. Willy were all 
swept off at one stroke of the plague. Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Contesse arrived to reinforce the strug- 
gling cause, but they too had to retire in shattered 
health. Our missionaries there now number 6. 
Recent reinforcements have arrived to sustain the 
testimony. Brother J. Audetat has recently com- 
pleted the New Testament in the Laotian language. 
The name of the principal mission station is Song- 
khone, and our workers enter through Saigon. Laos 
is a French protectorate. The work is still in its 
infancy, and should be swaddled in prayer bandages. 

Hitherto all the male missionaries have been ei- 
ther of French or Swiss nationality; this was need- 
ful for diplomatic reasons. This may change now, 
for the better. National jealousies are a positive 
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curse to men, and a terrible hindrance to missions. 

While in this vicinity we might allude to an abor- 
tive effort to introduce the Gospel into the large and 
still unexplored Island of Borneo. All honor to 
those who attempted great things even if they fail of 
accomplishment. Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Moore made 
an unsuccessful attempt to penetrate the jungles of 
Borneo about 1900. Their sojourn there was a brief 
and sorrowful one. They obtained permission to 
begin work from the Rajah of Sarawak, and made 
their home on the banks of the Sadong river. Jun- 
gle fever accompanied by mumps laid its fatal hand 
on Mrs. Moore, and while her husband was hurry- 
ing her with all possible dispatch in a small river 
boat to the hospital at Sarawak, she expired. “Safe 
in the Arms of Jesus” were her last coherent words. 
Upon her stricken husband devolved the trying du- 
ty of preparing a rude coffin to contain her fever- 
weakened remains, and she now lies at rest in an un- 
known grave among the almost impenetrable soli- 
tudes of Borneo. 

After the interment of his wife Mr. Moore nobly re- 
turned to his solitary home. The writer visited him 
about this time to console him in his sad bereave- 
ment. Mr. Moore also sickened with fever, and I 
thought that [ would have to perform the same sad 
service to him that he had so recently bestowed 
upon his wife. Happily, he recovered. While ex- 
ploring under his house, I discovered a number of 
very finely planed boards, and on interrogating him 
as to their purpose, he reluctantly admitted that they 
were his own coffin materials. He returned to Eng- 
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land some years ago in shattered health, and after 
serving acceptably among the home Churches, he 
passed to his heavenly rest in 1918. 

It is well nigh time that we turn our laggard at- 
tention to the Americas, and their sister Dominion 
of Canada. There are many Assemblies scattered 
abroad amongst these vast territories. These are 
mainly composed of believers from Britain and their 
descendants. God’s way of worship appears to be 
too slow for the average, alert American. Esteemed 
pioneers like the sturdy Donald Ross “blazed the 
trail” across these expanses, and Christian Assem- 
blies were born into being from coast to coast. 
C. W. Ross, the son of this worthy sire still lives 
and proves himself an excellent scion of the lineage 
of Ross. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Owens have resided in New 
York for fifty years, and from their first meeting 
there; there are now over thirty Assemblies formed 
in New York and New Jersey. This worthy couple 
have kept open Hostel all these years and if ever 
he can be induced to prepare an autobiography, we 
will be treated to some rare incidents and experi- 
ences. America owes this worthy pair more than 
they can ever pay. To Alexander Marshall too must 
be given due credit for his interest and energy in 
Canada and America. He and Douglas Russell 
preached the Gospel with great success. 

Our revered Brother L. A. Steen is deserving of 
very special mention in connection with all our Mis-. 
sionary enterprises in America. He kept the lamp 
burning when the flame of interest was at a very 
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low turn. He will never be forgotten for his unselfish 
labors in the cause of missions. He still lives, God 
bless him. 

We dare not omit the late Thomas Young of 
Brooklyn. A devoted man of God and a loyal sup- 
porter of missions, 

We now pass from North America to notice Cen- 
tral America. Little or nothing is being done by 
our people to influence these Republics. Dr. and Mrs. 
C. F. Secord have been in Gautemala since 1900. 
Romanism is deeply embedded here. It has held 
unchallenged sway for ages. South America has 
long been held in the slavery of the Papacy. God 
has given us a number of open doors which we do 
well to widen while we may. Mr. Ewen and Mr. 
Payne are amongst those who have traveled most 
extensively and scattered the Word of God most 
lavishly. Mr. and Mrs. Torre have been located in 
Buenos Aires since 1889 and are beginning now to 
feel the exhaustion of age. 

Mr. Eglon Harris is well known for his diligence 
in scattering Gospel literature, not only all over the 
5S. American continent, but also in every Spanish 
speaking country in the world. His paper, “EL, 
SEMBRADOR?” (The Sower) has been circulated 
by the hundreds of thousands throughout the 20 Re- 
publics in Central and South America. At the pres- 
ent time we are represented here by 92 well fur- 
nished servants of the Lord, all using the battering 
ram of truth on the old fortifications of Papal Rome. - 
We would urge our young men and maidens to con- 
sider these open doors, and invest their life’s inter- 
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est in these heavenly stocks. Our more matured 
brethren and: sisters might well reflect upon the 
many West Indian Islands which lie so close to our 
own coasts. No language to learn. - Unlimited 
scope to serve. 

We will now give a general description of Europe 
and our manifold interests there. We have already 
had occasion to notice Spain and Italy separately 
on account of their unique circumstances. Mr. and 
Mrs. C. A. Swan who were associated with F. S. 
Arnot undertook work in Portugal for various rea- 
sons. They are of incalculable assistance to our 
missionaries passing to and from Central Africa. 
Then they also do direct Gospel work among the 
Roman Catholics. We have 5 workers there at 
present. Mr. Broadbent and Mr. Host are our vis- 
iting Brethren and their journeyings in Europe and 
elsewhere are highly appreciated. 

In the remaining countries of Europe we have 60 
experienced workers all capable of giving a good 
account of their heavenly stewardship. Mr. William 
Sloan was our oldest European worker, having la- 
bored in the Faroe Islands for over forty years. 

Ere we leave Europe behind us, we must give a 
special place to Russia. God raised up a fit man 
to handle the deep problems of this peculiar land in 
the person of Dr. Baedakar. ‘The Greek Church 
holds universal and despotic sway there. It is a 
land of religious intolerance. The knout, confisca- 
tion of property, banishment to Siberia, and death 
are the four specters that stalk this strange land. 
Any digression from Ecclesiastical law and author- 
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ity is punished with merciless severity. Dr. Baeda- 
kar had access to almost every Russian prison where 
religious and political prisoners were huddled to- 
gether more like vermin than human beings. He also 
discovered and comforted little groups of Christians 
who met clandestinely to study the Holy Scriptures. 

In Russian Asia we have on our missionary staff 
9 efficient workers. Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hill are 
now in charge of the Brooklyn Training School 
for Missionaries. They first went to Persia in 1908. 

Our very latest venture into the land of missions is 
in the Philippine Islands. Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Wight- 
man are now stationed in Manilla, P. I. with all the 
prospects of a successful work before them. The 
writer was privileged to see them ere they sailed 
from Vancouver on May Ist, 1919. Mr. and Mrs. 
Wightman had some years’ experience in Mexico, 
but through a new law passed by the Revolutionary 
Government, which forbids all foreign born persons 
from preaching, they have been temporarily ex- 
cluded from that country. They sailed with high 
hope of good success amongst the Spanish speaking 
Filipinos. This infant service requires to be nur- 
tured in prayer. 

No professed record of missionary activity would 
be considered complete that omitted the names of 
Mr. Thomas McLaren, and Mr. C. P. Watson, both 
of Glasgow, Scotland. Mr. McLaren was a man of 
God, and a man of prayer. His knowledge of mis- 
sions and missionaries was wonderful. His interest 
in every thing that was connected with the Lord’s 
work was deep and real. The writer was privileged 
to be with him during a brief furlough, and traveled 
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with him occasionally to missionary conferences. 
His death caused an irreparable loss to the mis- 
sionary cause. Mr. C. P. Watson was a much young- 
er man, but he had all the administrative ability nec- 
essary for the position he assumed. Brethren Hy. 
Pickering, James Robertson, Robert Barnett, and 
Peter Scott have nobly grasped the fallen mantle of 
these departed men, and no doubt will prove noble 
successors of their predecessors. 

One other important ministration demands our 
consideration ere we bring our Manual of Mission- 
ary Memories to a close. ‘That is the Brooklyn 
Training School for Missionaries which has been 
commenced at 393-395 Third Street, Brooklyn, New 
York. It is now two years ago since this School 
was instituted, and the spiritual success that has at- 
tended it has surprised its promoters, and surpassed 
their highest expectations. Some of the students 
are already at their posts in foreign lands; others 
are almost ready to proceed ; and many new students 
are awaiting admission. Only those are accepted in 
the School who are commended for work in the 
Mission field by their local assembly. 

The School merely seeks to help fit those who 
have secured the fellowship and co-operation of their 
Brethren. 

The prospective students must be young men and 
maidens of irreproachable character and manifest 
some spiritual qualifications for service. The teach- 
ers include Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hill, Mr. John 
Hill, Mr. Thomas Baird and Dr. Baldwin. Visiting 
missionaries give instruction to the young students 
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on personal hygiene and Christian work. Mr. Koe- 
nig gives musical instruction weekly. 

The students are instructed in the Scriptures, in 
literature, in medicine and in music, and they also 
obtain experimental knowledge in the Lord’s work 
amongst the surrounding Assemblies. The curric- 
ulum however is more practical than academic. 

All inquiries as to the standing and management 
of the School should be addressed to Mr. Richard 
Hill, 393 Third Street, Brooklyn, New York. The 
institution is entirely conducted on the principle of 
faith in God, and up to this date has been marvel- 
ously sustained. ; 

The average death rate of our missionary work- 
ers is about 8 persons annually. If we reckon the 
length of our missionary tenure as 90 years, and mul- 
tiply those figures by 8, it gives us 720. So that we 
have nearly as many workers at rest in heaven, as 
we have now at work on earth. 

While we are making these elaborate prepara- 
tions for qualifying the young for service, we must 
not. forget to superannuate those who have given 
their whole lives to the service of God. These are 
sometimes forgotten. The Levites retired from the 
service of the sanctuary when they were 50 years 
old. Something must be done for our aged mis- 
sionaries. Hitherto we have been most remiss in 
this matter. The author of this book would be 
pleased to hear from those who are interested in our 
aged missionaries. 
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We will now tabulate a list of our Missionary 
Periodicals: 
1 The Echoes of Service Bath, England. 
2 The Witness Glasgow, Scotland. 
3 George Mueller’s Annual Report, Bristol, England. 
4 The Believer’s Magazine Kilmarnock, Scotland. 


5 The Links of Help Bolton, England. 
6 Across The Seas Bath, England. 
7 New Zealand Treasury Palmerston, N. Z. 
8 Voices from the Vineyard Jersey City, N: J. 
9 The Armour of Light Chicago, Ill. 


These magazines all more or less receive and dis- 
burse such funds as are entrusted to them, either by 
individuals or Assemblies. In this way the daily 
need of our 700 missionary brethren and sisters la- 
boring through the earth are supplied. No charge 
is made for transmitting gifts, and no deduction is 
attempted from sums remitted. 

When gifts are specially given for office expenses, 
these are used to defray the cost of writing materials, 
postage, money orders, and bank drafts. In this 
manner are our working expenses covered. We 
have no high officials drawing fabulous salaries 
from our mission funds. The oversight of these af- 
fairs is undertaken voluntarily and gratuitously. 

If every Christian in our Assemblies would dedi- 
cate one-tenth of his income to God, the missionary 
problem as far as finance is concerned would be 
solved in the twinkling of an eye. I Corinthians 
16:2 compresses the whole subject in a nutshell: 

1 Who should give? “Every one of you.” 

2 When to give “The first day of the week.” 

3 How to give “As God has prospered.’ 
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Surely if law could extract one-tenth from the 
tight purse of a Jew, is it asking too much for grace 
to demand one-tenth from the income of a Chris- 
tian? Let not a Jew put a Christian to shame! 

Although we place the Jew last on our list it is by 
no means because we deprecate the Jews or have 
any desire to depreciate any service that is attempt- 
ed amongst them. Only we know from past experi- 
ence that Jewish Evangelistic work has often suf- 
fered at the hands of its friends, and has given 
much concern to the minds of its benefactors. Our 
workers amongst the descendants of Abraham at 
this time have reached the perfect numeral seven. 
Five labor in London and two abroad. Brother D. 
C. Joseph is the Doyen, and he has served in Pal- 
estine many, many years. 
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HOW MUCH SHALL {| GIVE THIS YEAR 
TO MISSIONS? 


A Little Argument with Myself 


1. If I refuse to give anything to missions this 
year, I practically cast a ballot in favor of the recall 
of every missionary, both in the home and foreign 
fields. 


2. If I give less than heretofore, I favor a reduc- 
tion of the missionary forces proportionate to my re- 
duced contribution. 


3. If I give the same as formerly, I favor holding 
the ground already won, but I disregard any for- 
ward movement. My song is, “Hold the Fort!” 
forgetting that the Lord never intended that His 
army should take refuge ina fort. All of His sol- 
diers are under marching orders always. They are 
commanded to “Go!” 

4. If I advance my offering beyond former years, 
then I favor an advance movement in the conquest 


of new territory for Christ. Shall I not join this 
class? 


Resolved: I do believe in greatly increasing the 
present number of our missionaries; therefore 
I will increase my former offerings 
to missionary work. 
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Who Should Give Nothing for Missions? 
Matt. 28:19; Rom. 1:16; Matt. 24:45. 

1. Those who believe that Jesus made a mistake 
when He said: “Go ye, therefore, and teach all na- 
tions.” 

2. Those who do not believe that “the Gospel is 
the power of God unto salvation to everyone that 
believeth, Jew or Greek” (Rom. 1:16). 

3. Those who wish that no missionary had come 
to our forefathers and would prefer to be heathen. 

4. Those who believe that everyone in the world 
should shift for himself and ask with Cain, “Am I 
my brother’s keeper?” 

5. Those who do not care to have part in Christ’s 
final victory. 

6. Those who believe that God will not call them 
to account because of the way they spent their (?) 
money. 

7. Those who are willing to have Jesus say to 
them: “Inasmuch as ye did it not unto one of the 
least of these, ye did it not unto Me!” (Matt. 25:45). 


PERTINENT PARAGRAPHS 

If your left hand knew what your right hand gave, 
would it blush? 

Would you put in Christ’s open hand what you 
now place in a covered box? 

Are you as much interested in soul-saving as you 
are in bank-savings? 

Do you know that the key which unlocks heaven’s 
windows is in your pocket-book? 
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Do you know that the widow’s mite was the 
mightiest mite that was ever offered to God? 

Do you prefer to send souls to heaven before you, 
or leave wealth on earth behind you? 

Have you made any friends out of the “unright- 
eous mammon,” who will welcome you into “ever- 
lasting habitations” ? 

“An idler is a watch which lacks both hands, 
As useless when it goes as when it stands.” 
There are three ways of giving to the work of God. 
1. Like a pump—occasionally and reluctantly. 

2. Like a geyser—spasmodically and destructively. 
3. Like a-*fountain—spontaneously and continu- 
ously. 


LATEST STATISTICS OF THE RELIGIONS 
OF THE WORLD. 


I. Population of the Earth 1,640,000,000. 

Il. Christianity and Christendom 585,000,000. 
III. Confucianists and Taoists 283,000,000. 
IV. Mohammedans 220,000,000. 
V. Hindus 217,000,000. 
VI. Animists 139,000,000. 
VII. Buddhists 136,000,000. 
VIII. Shintoists 33,000,000. 
IX. Jews 12,000,000. 
X. Unclassified 15,000,000. 


(Copied from Whitakers Almanac for 1917.) 
In the United States in 1918 there was spent for 
Alcoholic liquors $2,000,000,000. 
‘Tobacco $1,000,000,000. 
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Confectionary $ 200,000,000. 


Jewelry $ 100,000,000. 
Drugs $ 50,000,000. 
Missions $ 15,000,000. 


THE PROGRESS OF A CENTURY 
100 YEARS AGO THERE WERE 
LO MISSIONARY SOCIMI TES 
—SUPPORTING— 
100 MISSIONARIES. 
TO-DAY THERE ARE 
1000 MISSIONARY SOCIETIES 
—MAINTAINING— 
25,000 MISSIONARIES AND 
—CONTROLLING— 
125,000 NATIVE EVANGELISTS AND BIBLE 
WOMEN, AND CONTRIBUTING 
$20,000,000 ANNUALLY TO MISSIONS. 


THE LIVING RACES OF MANKIND 

The entire human family in the world to-day can 
be easily traced backward to the three sons of Noah 
after the flood. Ethnologists are fairly agreed in di- 
viding the nations of the earth into three great sec- 
tions. 

1. THE WHITE MAN. 

2 THE YELLOW MAN. 

i) DoE. BLACK MAN. 

The White or Caucasian race numbers 640 mil- 
lions. 

The Yellow or Mongolian race numbers 640 mil- 
lions. 
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The Black or African race are 220 millions: thus 
suming up the earth’s present population at 1500 
millions. 


A MESSAGE TO CHRISTIANS: From Judges 5:23 
“Curse ye Meroz” said the Lord. 
What has Meroz done? NOTHING. 
Why then is Meroz to be cursed? 
Because Meroz did NOTHING. 
What ought Meroz to have done? 
Gone to the help of the Lord. 
Could not the Lord do without Meroz? 
The Lord did do without Meroz. 
Did the Lord sustain any loss? 
No, but Meroz did. 
Is then Meroz to be cursed? 
Yes, and that bitterly. 
Is it right that a man should be cursed for doing 
nothing? Yes, when he ought to do something. 


WHAT ARE YOU DOING? 
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BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE RELIGIONS 
OF THE WORLD 


We give Judaism the preference because chrono- 
logically it comes first as a Divine revelation from 
God. Christianity comes second, but in this case 
the last shall be first and the first must be last. Some 
of the world religions can boast of greater antiquity 
than Christianity! Buddha and Confucius held the 
field at least 500 years before Christ. Mohammed 
appeared 500 years after Christ. In these events it 
is not at all difficult to discern the shadow of Dia- 
bolus darkening India and China before the advent 
of the True Light, and then seeking to wrest the 
great continent of Africa from the hand of the 
World’s Redeemer. The dim religious light which 
these human systems struggle to supply could be 
fitly compared to miserable candle power sputtering 
in a dark den, and only making the darkness more 
apparent, appalling and oppressive. 

Christianity is like the sun shining in all its meri- 
dan strength and splendour. 


JUDAISM 
1—Founder—God. 
2—Time—1490 B. C. 
3—Place—Sinai. 
4—Purpose—Worship. 
5—Numbers—12,000,000 
6—Circuit—Palestine. 
7—-Head— Moses. 
8—Ordinances— Passover. 
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g—Writings—Old Testament. 
10—Priesthood—Aaron and Levites. 
11—Activities—Readings and Washings. 
12—Day—Sabbath. 

13—Distinguishing Mark—Circumcision. 
14— Institutions—Synagogues. 


-CHEISTIANELY 


1—Founder—Christ. 

2—Time—Birth of Christ. 
3—Place—Jerusalem, 
4—Purpose—Salvation. 

5—Numbers—1 50,000,000. 

6—Circuit—The Earth. 
7—Head—“Christ.” 
8—Ordinances—Baptism and Lord’s Supper. 
9—‘Writings”—New Testament. 
10—Priesthood—All Christians. 
11—Activities—Preaching and Teaching. 
12—Day—Lord’s Day. 

13—Distinguishing Mark—The Holy Spirit. 
14—Institutions—Local Churches. 


BRAHMANISM 


1—Founder—Brahm. 
2—Time—B. C. 2000. 
3—Place—India. 

4—Purpose—Self Gratification. 
5—Numbers—50,000,000, 
6—Circuit—India. 
7—Head—Brahmans. 
8—Ordinances—So Called Prayer. 
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g—Writings—Vedas. 
10—Priesthood—Brahmans. 
11—Activities—Pilgrimages. 
12—Day—New Year. 
13—Distinguishing Mark—Sacred Cord. 
14—Institutions—Temples. 


HINDUISM 
1—Founders—Combination of Persons, 
2—Time—B. C. 2000. 
3—Place—India. 
4—Purpose—Human Religion. 
5—Numbers—200,000,000. 
6—Circuit—India. 
7—Head—Brahmin Priests. 
8—Ordinances—River Bathing. 
g—Writings—Upanishads. 
10—Priesthood—Brahmins. 
11—Activities—Pilgrimages. 
12—Day—Dishava. 


13—Distinguishing Mark—White Chalk. 


14—Institutions—Temples and Shrines. 


BUDDHISM 


1—Founder—Gautama. 
2—Time—B. C. 551. 
3—Place—India. 
4—Purpose—Human Uplift. 
5—Numbers—130,000,000. 
6—Circuit—India, Tibet, Siam, Japan. 
7—Head—Darlai Lama. 
8—Ordinances—Fastings. 
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g—Writings—Tripataka. 
10—Priesthood—Yellow Robed Men. 
11—Activities—Prayer Wheels. 
12—Day—Buddha’s Birthday. 
13—Distinguishing Mark—Image of Buddha. 
14—Institutions—Monastaries. 


CONFUCIANISM 


1—Founder—Confucius. 
2—Time—B. C. 500 
3—Place—China. 
4—Purpose—Morality. 
5—Numbers—200,000,000. 
6—Circuit—China. 
7—Head—Emperor. 
8—Ordinances—Ethical Culture. 
g—Writings—Analects. 
10—Priesthood—V oluntary. 
11—Activities—Prayer and Procession. 
12—Day—New Year. 
13—Distinguishing Mark—Ancestral Tablet. 
14—Institutions—Halls of Learning. 


TAOISM 
1—Founder—Lao Tze. 
2—Time—B. C. 600. 
3—Place—China. 
4—Purpose—Reformation. 
5—Numbers—9g0,000,000. 
6—Circuit—China. 
7—Head—Taoist Pope. 
8—Ordinances—Prostrations. 
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9—Writings—Book of Virtuous Reasonings. 
10—Priesthood—Eldest Son. 
11—Acctivities—Nil. 

12—Day—New Year. 

13—Distinguishing Mark—Dragon. 
14—Institutions—Temples. 


SHINTOISM 
1—Founder—A_ Gradual Growth. 
2—Time—A. D. 500. 
3—Place—Japan. 
4—Purpose—Worship of Nature. 
5—Numbers—z0,000,000.. -- 
6—Circuit—Japan. 
7—Head—Emperor. 
8—Ordinances—Ablutions. 
g—Writings—Book of Ceremonies. 
to—Priesthood—Male and Female. 
11—Activities—Patriotism. 
12—Day—New Year. 
13—Distinguishing Mark—White pice 
14—Institutions—Shrines. 


ZOROASTERISM 
1—Founder—Zor oaster. 
2—Time—B. C. 800. 
3—Place—Persia. 
4—Purpose—Restoration of Mierate 
5—Numbers—200,000. 
6—Circuit—Persia and India. 
7—Head—Parsees. 

Activities—Sun and Fire Burning. 
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g—Writings—Zend Avesta. 
10—Priesthood—Hereditary. 
11—Activities—Sun and Fire Worship. 
12—Day—New Year. 
13—Distinguishing Mark—Sacred Shirt. 
14—Institutions—Small Temples. 


MOHAMMEDANISM 


1—Founder—Mohammed. 

2—Time—A. D. 500. 

3—Place—Mecca. 

4—Purpose—Destruction of Idolatry. 
5—Number—200,000,000. 
6—Circuit—Arabia, Turkey, Malaysia. 
7—Head—Sultan of Turkey. 
8—Ordinances—Prostrations and Ablutions. 
9—Writings—Koran. 
10—Priesthood—Hadji. 
11—Activities—Pilgrimages and Propaganda. 
12—Day—Ramadan. Friday. 
13—Distinguishing Mark—Cresent. 
14—Institutions—Mosques. 


BAHISM 
1—Founder—Mirza-Mohammed. 
2—Time—1&40. 
3—Place—Persia. 
4—Purpose—Create a New System. 
5—N umbers— 30,000. 
6—Circuit—Persia and America. 
7—Head—Abbas Effendi. 
8—Ordinances—Good Works. 
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g—Writings—Beyan. 
10—Priesthood—Hereditary. 
11—Activities—Propaganda. 
12—Day—Adapted to suit Country. 
13—Distinguishing mark—Compromise. 
14—Institutions—Temples and Churches. 


BROOKLYN TRAINING SCHOOL FOR MISSIONARIES 
893--395 THIRD ST., BROOKLYN, N.Y. 


ASSEMBLY INFORMATION FOR 
M. S. C. MEMBERS 


Since the commencement of the calamitous hos- 
tilities in Europe many earnest and urgent inquir- 
ies have reached me relative to the approximate nu- 
merical strength of our Assemblies, and other relig- 
ious status from a Governmental viewpoint. These 
are vital questions, and as they materially affect the 
young male members of our M. S. Classes particu- 
larly, I feel that a few statistics and suggestions 
would be welcomed. 

When our young men, on conscientious grounds, 
claim exemption from combatant military service, 
the Local and District Exemption Boards demand 
information as to the name of our religious organ- 
ization, the duration of its existence, its numerical 
strength, and its central authority. These Boards are 
acting quite within their jurisdiction when they 
press these queries, and they must receive straight- 
forward and satisfactory answers. A few words 
under these four divisions we now append: 

Our Denominational Name. Who are we? By 
what name are we known governmentally? What 
are our religious affiliations? We would prefer to 
be nameless, but the laws of nations demand the 
registration of all subjects and citizens, and also 
their religious preferences. In the British Isles and 
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colonies we are registered governmentally as “Plym- 
outh Brethren,’ and this is also true now in the 
United States and Canada. We ourselves did not 
design the name, neither do we desire the name, nei- 
ther do we deserve the name! Plymouth, England, 
is the supposed place where our Assemblies were 
originally organized, but this is a mistake, as we 
shall subsequently see. The name is a misnomer, 
but there it stands, and it serves to distinguish us 
from the other religious denominations. 

The Duration of Our Existence. This really dates 
back as far as Pentecost, if we would be thoroughly 
Scriptural. But governments don’t want Scripture 
—they want dates. So to be chronologically ac- 
curate we must state that our present Assembly ex- 
istence commenced formation about one hundred 
years ago. In 1812 Christian men in New York were 
in communication with Christian men in England 
relative to a return back to Pentecostal truth and 
Pentecostal simplicity. This desire for a whole- 
hearted return to primitive Christianity spread with 
amazing energy and rapidity, and Assemblies were 
formed in Dublin, Limerick, Cork, London, Plym- 
outh and Exeter. Out of this mighty spiritual 
movement our missionary enthusiasm was gendered, 
and Anthony Norris Grove sailed for Bagdad in 
1830. 

Our Numerical Strength. In putting the follow- 
ing figures into form we must be strictly understood 
to be writing approximately. We have about 2,000 
Assemblies scattered throughout the world, with a 
probable membership of 60,000 persons. We have 
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700 missionaries in different countries, and probably 
about 300 native evangelists and Bible women. This 
places our mission staff at 1,000 strong. 

Our Central Authority. Now we are drawing near 
the breakers! This is the question which arrests us 
firmly! It is beside the mark to assert that “Our 
Head is in Heaven!” We understand what that 
means, but human governments want to deal with a 
head they can see! The British resident of Kuala 
Lumpur once said to me, “Your denomination is like 
a corporation, which has no body to kick, and no 
soul to save.” He meant that we were a body with- 
out a head, an army without a leader, a religious 
community without an hierarchy. Since the out- 
break of this deplorable war, the difficulty of obtain- 
ing passports for our missionaries has forced this 
upon us ina very real way. The Government insists 
on dealing only with a representative Board whom 
they can hold to strict accountability for the beha- 
vior of the missionary in his sphere of labor. ‘The 
opening of our new Brooklyn Training School for 
Missionaries, at 393 Third Street, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
supplies us with a center to which young people can 
apply for training, and also to which governments 
can appeal for reference. The trustees of the School 
accept responsibility without assuming authority. 
The Missionary School is conducted in consultation 
with the “Echoes of Service,” Bath, England, and 
also with “The Voices from the Vineyard,” Jersey 
City, N. J. Any correspondence in these matters 
should be addressed to Mr. Richard Hill, at above 
address. All communications will receive immedi- 
ate and respectful attention. 


97 


A KIND WORD OF SIMPLE GOSPEL. 


Patient and Courteous Reader: 


You may not be a Christian yourself, but this 
work has come into your hands with a Divine pur- 
pose. As you have perused its pages you feel strange- 
ly ill at ease and out of touch with the theme and 
aim of this book. That is just what the Bible af- 
firms you to be! “Thou hast neither part nor lot 
in this matter.” “Thou art yet in the gall of bit- 
terness and in the bond of iniquity” (Acts 8:21-23). 
Sin is a bitter thing, and sin is a binding thing; and 
you must flee to the tree of Calvary to sweeten the 
sourness of your bitter, sinful life; and you must 
also approach the cross of Golgotha; so that the 
Lamb of God may break the shackles of guilt from 
off the limbs of your soul. Perhaps you are one of 
those who are falsely interested in the salvation of 
the heathen, and pretend to be greatly disturbed 
over their apparent doom. But what about your 
own soul? Is it sheltered for eternity beneath the 
sin-atoning Blood of the Lamb of God? Leave the 
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souls of the heathen to the Living God to adjudicate. 
‘The heathen are heathen by heredity; you are hea- 
then by choice. 


Turn and believe this very hour, 

Trust in the Saviour’s grace and power; 
‘hen shall your glad assurance be, 
Saved, through a long eternity. 


Leaving the straight and narrow way 
Treading the downward road to-day ; 
What will the final ending be 

Lost, through a long eternity ¢ 
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permenant 


